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Landowners coalition formed
Published: Wednesday, December 2, 2009 3:06 PM CST

Mike White and Phil Knapp, two local landowners  and bus inessmen, announce the formation of the Twin T iers
Landowners  C oalition, Inc ., a new natural gas  landowner leas ing group operating in the s tates  of New York and
Pennsylvania.

“We have formed a new organization for the benefit of landowners  in both s tates . The primary reason that we
created this  new entity was  that we wanted profess ional representation of our landowner interes ts ,” said White.
“We have hired the very bes t profess ionals  to ass is t our landowners  in getting the bes t poss ible deal, and there is
no charge to the landowners  for these profess ional services .”

Gregory H. Sovas , pres ident, XRM,LLC  has  more than 40  years  experience in the environmental field and is  the
former direc tor of the Divis ion of M ineral Resources  at the NYS Department of Environmental C onservation where
he served for 22  of his  33  years  at NYSDEC . A dam Schultz, partner, Gilberti Stinziano Heintz & Smith, P .C . has
extens ive mineral resource and environmental experience in one of the premier environmental law firms  in the
s tate. Both of these profess ionals  will be the primary consultants .

“O ur initial focus  will be in T ioga C ounty, P ennsylvania and Steuben C ounty, N.Y ., although it is  likely that we will
continue our efforts  ac ross  the s tate as  we see a need,” said White. “We wouldn’t have ventured into a new
coalition if we didn’t think that we could get the bes t deal for our landowners . Greg and A dam know the oil and gas
bus iness  and have contac ts  throughout government and the indus try.”

White said that the coalition has  es tablished a Web s ite at www.twintlc .com where landowners  can find information
and s ign up if they des ire to do so. The primary focus  of the coalition will be on the bus iness  s ide. C ontac ts  have
already been made with a number of companies  to promote competition for the rights  to the leas ing of these
lands . Some of these companies  are not operating currently in P ennsylvania or New York. While marketing and
promotion will be a central focus  of the coalition, there will be no sac rifice of landowner protec tions .

“We believe that our profess ional representation, at no cos t to the landowners , will give our landowners  the bes t
chance of receiving a timely and fair offer, while protec ting and preserving their properties  and the environment,”
White added.

Feel like you're not getting the whole s tory? You probably aren't. The s tories  at tiogapublishing.com are
previews . For the whole s tory, subsc ribe to the print edition or E-Edition of this  paper today through the links  on
this  s ite.
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