
27° H: 43° L: 29°

View  Traffic Report

Former DEP Head Defends
Pennsylvania’s
Environmental Regulations
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PITTSBURGH (KDKA) – Is Marcellus Shale drilling poisoning our rivers and
threatening our drinking water?

The headline in the New York Times reads: “Regulation Lax As Gas Wells’
Tainted Water Hits Rivers” and calls Pennsylvania ground zero.

But John Hanger, until recently the state’s top environmental official, says the
Times never spoke to him and ignored the state’s monitoring and enforcement.

“This was a malicious attempt to mischaracterize how Pennsylvania regulates
its industry,” he said.

At issue is what is done with so-called frac water – the water and chemical
which are used to free the gas from the shale and then returned to the surface.

Hanger says the Times virtually ignored the fact that 70 percent of the water is
now treated in plants and then recycled. He says the other 30 percent is
subject to new treatment regulations put into effect in August.

“We are concerned that these containment are definitely getting in the river,”
Myron Arnowitt with Clean Water Action said.
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But environmentalists say some frac water is still not being treated or being
under-treated and discharged into waterways. The Times is raising concern that
much of it contains radioactive materials like radium and is ending up in the
Monongahela River.

“This river is being used to dispose of waste water from the Marcellus Shale,
there’s clearly radioactivity that’s getting into the river – we need to have a
better idea of how much,” he said.

Hanger says all of his information is that the radium is being discharged at very
safe levels, but he called for immediate testing to make sure.

“There should be no compromise about the safety of Pennsylvania’s drinking
water and we just need to go test right away for the radium and find out what
the numbers are, and if the numbers are below the safe water drinking act, I will
count on the New York Times to prominently retract their story,” Hanger said.

The Mon is the primary water source for Pennsylvania American Water and
their spokesperson told KDKA Investigator Andy Sheehan they last checked
their finished tap water for radioactivity in 2008 and it was “well within” federal
and state standards.

“We will continue to follow the US EPA and PA DEP monitoring and sampling
guidelines for radium at this time. Pennsylvania American Water’s plants on the
Mon River continue to surpass all federal and state drinking water standards.”
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5 COMMENTS
drinking fijis
there’s no doubt this is eventually going to be an environmental disaster, but w hen there is
the possibility of tons of fast money, w hich politician has the kanunes to stand up and fight
for the future? none. these texans here doing the pumping don’t give a darn for us or our
future, they w ill do anything the fastest and cheapest w ay they possibly can. after the last
w ell explosion the rep said he w as sorry for any “inconvenience.” how  about sorry for
almost cooking your a$$es? people, w e are pumping RADIOACTIVE w ater into the ground
w ater and rivers. i guess w e can all buy little fijis and fill up the landfills w ith the plastic
bottles. and w e can toss them in there w ith the third arm w e’ve grow n from the side
effects of the pollution. the government is w eak, the mew s media simply rah rah boosters.
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JOHN
HOW BAD DO WE NEED TO DESTROY OUR LAND’S,WATER SUPPLY, AND OUR HEALTH
FOR OUR CITIZENS. ONE DAY WE WILL WAKE UP AND REALIZE THAT IT’S TO LATE,
THERE WILL BE NOTHING LEFT. IF PEOPLE DON’T PROTECT WHAT WE HAVE IT WILL BE
GONE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. LET’S NOT KILL THIS FOR OUR CHILDREN’S SAKE.

February 28, 2011 at 11:21 pm | Reply | Report comment

Larry

NOW ON KDKA-TV:

WINTER WONDERLAND

Winter Forecast
KDKA Chief Meteorologist
Jeff Verszyla’s winter
weather forecast.

Winter Escapes
Escape from the cold,
snow & winter blahs in the
‘Burgh!

Indoor Activities
Keep active during the
winter months!

Cross Country Skiing
Find the best trails in the
local area!

PITTSBURGH STADIUM GUIDE

CONSOL Energy
Center
CONSOL Energy Center
opened its doors in 2010
and is the new home of the
Pittsburgh Penguins.

3/1/2011 Former DEP Head Defends Pennsylvania…

…cbslocal.com/…/former-dep-head-def… 2/4



Its all about money, such a shame!.This like so many other things is a product of our sick
society. WHEN WE FAIL TO LEARN FROM OUR MISTAKES WE DOOM OURSELVES TO
REPEAT THEM
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hejira
It’s not just about money, it’s about our insatiable need for energy. On one hand w e have
everyone crying about our dependence on foreign oil. On the other w e have the NIMBY
(Not In My Back Yard) syndrome. You all are on the internet, w hich means you have
computers. You use electricity for all your “devices”. You burn fossil fuels to run your
vehicles to get to your jobs and your stores, w hich you expect to have automatic doors,
lights, heat and AC. You use energy to heat, cool and light your homes. Yet you think this
energy just comes from MAGIC. It doesn’t. We burn coal, natural gas and use nuclear.
Radioactive elements occur naturally. There are hundreds of natually occuring radioactive
elements and compounds. Sunlight, tree bark, bananas, granite, etc etc. are radioactive.
Where do you think w e get the uranium and plutonium w e use. We don’t make it, w e mine it.
As for our children? Do you w ant them to live in a stone age? Or do you w ant them to go to
college, buy a house and live better than you? We need energy people. Our only choices
here are improving and increasing energy production, the stone age, or extinction. Which
do you choose for your children? Stop w hining, you are part of the problem, not the
solution. It’s easy to get on here and w hine about “the environment”. I hope it makes you
feel better about yourself, but it solves NOTHING.
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sasquatch
One lone voice of reason

March 1, 2011 at 1:34 am | Reply | Report comment

LEAVE A COMMENT BELOW

 Name

 Email

Submit Comment

Notify me of follow-up comments via email.

Subscribe by email to this site

Heinz Field
Heinz Field currently plays
host to the six-time Super
Bowl champion Pittsburgh
Steelers as well as the Pitt
Panthers football team.

PNC Park
PNC Park is the new and current home of the
Pittsburgh Pirates.

Local Oscar Ties ‘Burgh’s Other Teams Arena Guide Saying Goodbye

News Local  Neighborhood  Consumer New s  Politics  Business  Health  Entertainment  Photo Galleries

3/1/2011 Former DEP Head Defends Pennsylvania…

…cbslocal.com/…/former-dep-head-def… 3/4



Sports Steelers  Penguins  Pirates  Panthers  High School

Best of Restaurants  Bars & Nightlife  Theatre & Arts  Travel  Shopping  Venues  Food  Leisure  Fashion  Events  Pets

Watch + Listen Seen On KDKA 2  Heard on The Fan  Pittsburgh Today Live  Video on Demand

Other Weather  Traffic  School Closings  Local Offers

Contact Us KDKA-TV  New sRadio 1020 KDKA  93-7 The Fan

CBS Pittsburgh On Facebook
CBS Pittsburgh On Tw itter
CBS Pittsburgh RSS Feed

Pittsburgh Business Listings  #  A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z  Search Listings

©2011 CBS Local Media, a division of CBS Radio Inc. All rights reserved.

Priv acy  Policy  Terms of Use  EEO Reports
Powered by  WordPress.com VIP

3/1/2011 Former DEP Head Defends Pennsylvania…

…cbslocal.com/…/former-dep-head-def… 4/4


