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Feds drill deeper into fracking fray
Tuesday, November 16, 2010 at 11:58 AM by jenniferdlouhy in Drilling, General, Natural gas, Politics and Policy, regulation

The federal government has taken a back seat to states
when it comes to regulating hydraulic fracturing, the
controversial drilling technique used to unlock natural gas
from shale rock nationwide.

Although that arrangement is endorsed by gas producers,
some on Capitol Hill and in the Obama administration want to
change the scenario and give the Interior Department and
Environmental Protection Agency more say over the
hydraulically fractured wells.

The Environmental Protection Agency is about to launch a
congressionally mandated study of the process and just
subpoenaed Halliburton for more information on the chemical
components of its hydraulic fracturing fluids after the energy
giant refused to provide the information voluntarily.
Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee
have asked eight energy companies to shed more light on the
ingredients in their chemical cocktails.

Now, the Interior Department is joining the fray, with a
planned forum on the issue Nov. 30. The event in
Washington will include yet-unnamed officials from state
governments, administration leaders, industry representatives
and environmentalists.

Although the EPA’s recent actions have been broad, the
Interior’s focus is on the use of hydraulic fracturing to extract
gas from public lands.

An Interior Department announcement on the forum noted that in his post-election news conference Nov. 3, President
Barack Obama “reiterated his commitment to the development of natural gas resources.”

According to the announcement:
“The Department of the Interior shares that commitment and wants to ensure that natural gas is developed in a safe and
environmentally sustainable manner so that the U.S. can fully realize the economic, security, and environmental benefits of
this important energy resource.”

In hydraulic fracturing, energy producers inject fluids deep underground and under high pressure to break up shale rock
and produce natural gas. The technique, now regulated at the state level, has been criticized by some environmentalists
who worry it could introduce harmful chemicals into water supplies. Industry officials insist hydraulic fracturing can be done
safely and delivers an economic boost to landowners in shale plays.

Tags: api, halliburton, House Energy and Commerce Committee, hydraulic fracturing, interior department

3 Comments | Post a Comment

FuelFix on
social
media

Share your news, tips and memos

Advertisement

RECENT COMMENTS ON THIS BLOG

Dems abandon plan for test vote on natural gas
bill (1)

justbob: be patient, the big boys are buying huge
stakes in natural gas. they will tell the lackeys in
washington...

Blowout preventer testing begins (3)
ntangle: All this wrangling seems more indicative of
corporate & other legal parties’ distrust of one...

spendmoremoney: The Blow Out Preventer test is
quite simple and straight forward. The first time the
BOP was tested...

Richwood: Please, will the pre-k government
employees go back to their romper room. I can solve
it…send it to...

Deal reached on blowout preventer autopsy (7)
ClassicJag: In reply to Scott Fahey The Chemical
Safety Board has an excellent record of investigating
industrial...

Feds drill deeper into fracking fray (3)
bigdeal: Fracking is a completion technique. Please
show that you know something about the oilfield.

Dollar: Its pure obstructionism. They are looking for
any reason to stop development of fossil fuels. I try to
tell...

CATEGORIES ON TEXAS ON THE POTOMAC

CONTACT: FOLLOW:

Texas on the Potomac
Washington energy news with a Texas accent

LATEST POSTS:

Dems abandon plan for test vote on natural gas
bill 11/17/10

Blowout preventer testing begins 11/16/10

Republicans pressure White House to explain
‘misleading’ changes to drilling report 11/16/10

Feds drill deeper into fracking fray 11/16/10

Deal reached on blowout preventer autopsy
11/13/10

LanceBoyle
November 16, 2010, 1:02 PM

When the EPA and Interior get involved, it is just about the same as a frivolous lawsuit. There is no merit on their side
from the get-go, but there will be studies and blue-ribbon panels and much gesturing and bloviating. Probably some
fees and licenses and taxes and ambiguous regulations.

When the EPA and Interior produce their first drop of oil or puff of gas or diminish our dependence on foreign energy
sources, I might be willing to pay attention, but right now, they’re just obstructionists.
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Its pure obstructionism. They are looking for any reason to stop development of fossil fuels.

I try to tell people I know, that this is going to cost them at the gasoline pump ……… and they just claim that they oil
market is manipulated and there’s plenty of oil.

I swear, they will not know what hit them.
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Fracking is a completion technique. Please show that you know something about the oilfield.
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